
                       

FOR RELEASE:  Thursday, December 27, 2019 

2019 “CELEBRATION OF GOLF” BANQUET SET FOR FEB. 19th  

AT SAN JOSE COUNTRY CLUB 

-Anne Nimnicht to receive Deane Beman Award  

-Len Mattiace will be guest speaker 

-Evening will begin with exhibition by Hall of Fame Electee Dennis Walters 

JACKSONVILLE, FL – The Jacksonville Area Golf Association (JAGA) and the 
Northern Chapter of the North Florida PGA announced today that the seventh 
annual “Celebration of Golf” banquet will be held at San Jose Country Club on 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 19th. 

The featured honoree will be Anne Nimnicht, who will become the fifth recipient 
of the Deane Beman Award for a lifetime of contributions to professional and other 
community-benefitting golf activities in the greater Jacksonville area. The award 
was named for the former PGA TOUR commissioner who brought the PGA TOUR to 
Ponte Vedra Beach.  

The evening’s guest speaker will be former PGA TOUR winner, JAGA junior 
champion, Nease High School graduate and longtime First Coast resident Len 
Mattiace, who currently plays on PGA TOUR Champions. 

The evening will get underway at 5:45 p.m. with an exhibition on San Jose’s first 
tee by 2019 World Golf Hall of Fame electee Dennis Walters. Paralyzed from the 
waist down as a result of a golf cart mishap in 1974, Walters has gone on to 
perform thousands of inspirational golf clinics using an improvised golf cart and 
become a tireless promoter of the game. Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. 

Tables for 10 are $650 and available at www.jaxareagolf.org. Individual tickets 
may be purchased for $65. 

http://www.jaxareagolf.org


The banquet is co-sponsored by JAGA and the Northern Chapter, with the support 
of the Jacksonville Women’s Golf Association and the North Florida Golf Course 
Superintendents Association. It annually brings together people from all facets of 
the golf community – players, leaders, promoters, supporters, clubs, volunteers, 
pros, amateurs, superintendents and organizations on all levels – to recognize and 
honor those who have made contributions to area golf both on the golf course and 
off. 

JAGA director Michael McKenny from Timuquana Country Club is chairing the 
event and working closely with San Jose Country Club’s General Manager Rocky 
Staples and Head Pro Todd Bork to organize the evening. 

In addition to the Deane Beman Award, individuals from the following 
organizations will be recognized: 

• Jacksonville Women’s Golf Association 

• Jacksonville Area Golf Association 

• Northern Chapter of the North Florida PGA 

The banquet will be held at San Jose Country Club for the first time. The first five 
dinners were hosted by Timuquana Country Club before the event moved to the 
World Golf Hall of Fame in 2018. The last four have been sellouts. 

-JAGA- 

ABOUT JAGA 

Established in 1954, JAGA celebrates its 65th year in 2018. It is a not-for-profit 501 
(c) (4) corporation comprised of approximately 40-member golf clubs located in 
Northeast Florida. JAGA’s mission is to promote golf and goodwill through 
tournaments and related events and activities. It conducts 11 tournaments, 
including six championship events and five others that feature team formats.  
JAGA manages a scholarship program that currently provides college funding for 25 
area students. Since 1974, the program has generated approximately $1.75 million 
in financial aid to approximately 350 students. 

Anyone interested in receiving monthly "JAGA News & Notes" and announcements 
about JAGA and its tournaments via email may do so by signing up at 
WWW.JAXAREAGOLF.ORG. Simply click on the home page link that reads 
"Subscribe to JAGA Email". 
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Contact: Jeff Adams 

  JAGA VP-Tournaments 

  Cell: 904-607-6142 



  Email: jeffreytadams71@gmail.com 


